		Ohio native pollinator partnership grows even stronger






		On Earth Day, we proudly announced another project with our environmental partner Keep Ohio Beautiful on Ohio Turnpike social media.

Four new Native Pollinator Gardens will be planted adjacent to our National Underground Railroad Markers in late 2021 to adorn these important sites. These gardens will be planted this fall at the Commodore Perry and Erie Islands Service Plazas in Sandusky County, Ohio at Mile Marker 100.0, and at the Brady’s Leap and Portage Service Plazas in Portage County, Ohio at Mile Marker 197.0.

The gardens will be similar to the pollinator gardens planted earlier at the Middle Ridge and Vermilion Valley Service Plazas in Amherst, Ohio and the Mahoning Valley and Glacier Hills Service Plazas in New Springfield, Ohio.
 
The original gardens feature 17 different Ohio-native plant species. Native plants are adapted to Ohio soil and climate, are easy to care for and are naturally drought-resistant.

They attract pollinators such as bees, birds, butterflies and other wildlife.  The native plant gardens also serve as a model to educate and encourage people to grow native species in their own gardens and display a sense of beauty and place that is uniquely Ohio.
	[image: A person in a suit

Description automatically generated with low confidence]
Andrew Herberger
Service Plaza Operations Director






		






image1.png




